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As reported by the NEW YORK TIMES (01/30/87), while President Reagan is insisting that Congress
approve more funds for the contras in 1987, several federal agencies are continuing at least seven
criminal investigations of the contras and their US supporters. These inquiries are summarized
below. (1) In Miami, the US Attorney's office under Judge Leon B. Kellner, is investigating charges
brought by Jesus Garcia that weapons were smuggled to the contras from a Florida airport- in 1985.
The alleged shipment could have been in violation of the Neutrality Act. At that time Garcia was
serving a prison term for arms smuggling. Sen. John D. Kerry (Mass.) has claimed the investigation
is proceeding too slowly and valuable evidence is being ignored. (2) The US Attorney's office in
Miami is also investigating claims that Southern Air Transport was involved in both the arms
sales to Iran and clandestine efforts to supply the contras. The C-123 cargo plane that crashed in
Nicaragua last October was owed by Southern Air. Sandinista soldiers arrested Eugene Hasenfus,
the only surviving crew member. (Note: The House special committee investigating the Irancontra affair questioned Hasenfus on Jan. 30.) (3) A criminal FBI investigation is underway of what
happened to the $27 million in non-lethal aid Congress approved for the contras in 1985. This
investigation became known only on Jan. 30. (4) The General Accounting Office (GAO) informed
Congress it has thus far been unable to account for nearly two-thirds of the money of the $27 million
humanitarian aid package. GAO investigators found at least one instance in which the money
was spent on ammunition and grenades, in violation of the legislation that provided the aid. This
investigation continues. (5) The GAO has also been requested to determine what happened to
the Iran arms sales profits, some of which allegedly were intended for the contras. "The bottom
line is that the GAO is supposed to find out where the hell that money is," said one official. This
investigation was disclosed only during the last week in January. (6) A federal investigation has
been initiated of charges that US citizens ferrying arms to the contras were also involved in drug
smuggling. The special White House commission investigating the Iran-contra affair is studying
allegations that US flight crews who covertly ferried arms to the contras returned to the US via
Panama to collect cocaine and marijuana. (7) The FBI is investigating a burglary at the office of an
organization that has publicly opposed the Reagan administra- tion's policies in Central America.
This organization hopes that the Bureau's investigation will be expanded to study 35 similar
incidents that have been documented around the country during the last two years.
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